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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

@MrsStaceyThomas

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: No

Best phone number to reach you at: +12147285502

Campus Story Elementary School

Grade(s) Kindergarten;1;2;3;4;5;6

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Story Elementary School

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Does your grant have a technology
component?

No

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

Counseling

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 451

Name of Grant
Story Falcons Increasing Social Emotional

Learning

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

Story Falcons Increasing Social Emotional
Learning is a library of children's picture book
resources for staff members, as well as the

counselor, which offers social and emotional
support for our Falcons. Allen ISD, along with
Story Elementary, is continuing to focus on the

importance of SEL and this helps put
immediate resources at staff's fingertips.

These books will also help incorporate our
monthly district Character traits.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

A list of children's picture books have been put
together, in consultation with K-6 teachers,

counselors and administrators. These books
address the SEL needs of all K-6 Story

students including all student populations-
general education, special education as well
as gifted education. My goal is to create a

Google Document of the available titles once
these have been purchased. This listing will
include each book's overall topic, along with
the character trait and SEL focus too. This
Google system will offer easy "check out /

check in" for any staff member. The books will
be housed in my (Counselor) classroom for

easy access and/or delivery. These books will
benefit all Story Falcons by providing staff

members with high interest, targeted materials
to help discuss and develop strategies to
become more socially and emotionally

prepared for success, now and in the future. I
will also plan to utilize these resources during
guidance lessons with all Falcons, and when I
meet with small groups or individual students.
For example, our January guidance lessons

focused on Determination, which tied into our
annual College & Career week. I would love to

have children's books to tie into our current
framework as additional support of these

important traits.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is the
process which our students acquire and
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What is the problem, need or opportunity that
this grant will address? Describe the impact of

this project on your students.

effectively apply the knowledge and skills
necessary to not only understand, but also

manage emotions. SEL teaches life skills and
how to make responsible decisions. Students
need to learn how to set and achieve goals,
feel and show empathy towards others, as

well as build relationships and maintain those
relationships too. SEL empowers students

with abilities that directly impact not only their
academic lives, but their success and overall

happiness as well. Educators know the
importance of social and emotional variables
for academic performance and achievement.
The development of such skills has shown

overall positive results. These results include
better academic performance, improved

attitudes, behaviors and relationships with
peers. Also, students have a deeper

connection to school, fewer uncontrollable
acts and reduced emotional distress, which

includes less depression, anxiety, stress and
social withdrawal. Counselors have long
recognized this SEL need, and a body of

research now verifies that facilitating student
achievement means addressing barriers to

learning. Many of these barriers are social and
emotional. Research supports the notion that
social and emotional variables are essential to
learning. More than two decades of research
demonstrates that education promoting SEL
gets results. The findings come from multiple

fields and sources, including student
achievement, neuroscience, health,
employment, psychology, classroom

management, learning theory, economics, and
the prevention of youth problem behaviors.
Studies show increased students’ academic

performance by 11 percentile points,
compared to students who did not participate

in SEL education. Students participating in
SEL programs also showed improved

classroom behavior, an increased ability to
manage stress and depression, and better

attitudes about themselves, others, and
school. SEL programs increased attendance
and decreased the dropout rate. A national
teacher survey showed that teachers widely

endorse SEL. Ninety-five percent believe that
SEL skills are teachable and beneficial for

students from all backgrounds. My goal is to
help support and expand our SEL resources
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on a campus level through classroom
guidance lessons, small groups as well as

individual one on one support so I am
requesting children's book resources. We

already have monthly character traits, as well
as our Second Step lessons, so these

resources will help integrate an SEL program
that our campus is already committed to.

Allowing staff to have picture books on hand
will reinforce a safe way for students to benefit

from social and emotional life lessons.
However, it can be challenging for educators
to find effective ways to help individuals or

groups of students with social and emotional
skills. Many teachable moments occur in

classrooms, often during academic
instructional and transitional times each day.
Teachers, as well as myself, need resources

for individuals or groups of students to receive
immediate SEL support. Many children's

picture books offer such a resource, and this
library will allow quick access to these

valuable resources for all staff members.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

This grant directly supports the following
beliefs of Allen ISD: -We hold ourselves

accountable to every child who walks through
our door. -We believe the development of
citizenship in all students is essential to a

complete education. Story Falcons Increasing
Social Emotional Learning also supports Allen

ISD's Graduate Profile: -Students will
demonstrate ethical and moral

decision-making in the context of their local,
national and world community. They will also

possess an awareness of community
resources and understand the value of service
to others. Allen ISD Board of Trustees strongly

supports the following initiative: SAFETY:
Allen ISD supports efforts to work with public

school districts to identify, fund and implement
increased safety measures, including

increased support for counseling services,
mental health programs, and safety measures.

TX HB906 established a Collaborative Task
Force on Public School Mental Health

Services, which details building skills relating
to managing emotions, responsible decision
making and positive relationships. TX HB366

requires districts to provide healthy
relationship education, promoting positive
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relationships, communication and decision
making skills. TEA Education Code

Sec.29.906.b states school district character
education programs must stress positive
character traits, use integrated teaching

strategies and be age appropriate. There are
many TEKS for K-6 that Promote Social

Emotional Learning. AISD follows The Texas
Model for Comprehensive School Counseling

Programs which includes five SEL
competencies: Self-awareness,

self-management, social awareness,
relationship skills, responsible

decision-making. The student competency
areas are Intrapersonal Effectiveness,

Interpersonal Effectiveness, Post-secondary
Planning and Readiness, and Personal Health

and Safety.

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

These resources will align with our current
Second Step program and allow Story staff to

have more individualized and targeted
discussions with individual students or small
groups of students as any needs or concerns
might arise. These books are great discussion
starters for students needing further support
and reinforcement of SEL concepts. As the
Counselor, I am often asked to help initiate
conversations working on social skills with
many students and I also incorporate these

emotional skills during monthly guidance
lessons as well.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

These SEL children's books will be purchased
upon the grant funding released. Circulation
statistics compiled through the 2021-2022

school year.

What teaching methods will be used to
implement this project?

Whole class guidance lessons, small group
sessions or individualized one on one settings

will be used with the
counselor/teacher/administrator. Follow up

discussions and activities as deemed useful.
These resources will be used in addition to the
Second Step SEL program in place for Story

Falcons.

The effectiveness of this project will be
measured through observation and interaction,
as well as staff poll input and feedback on any
social and emotional outcomes. We can view
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What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

the circulation records on the Google
Document at end of each school year. The
benefit is that these resources can be used

from year to year. Also, we can look at data on
discipline referral's or office visits as well as

data in testing scores. An assessment will be
distributed to staff at end of the year, seeking

feedback on ease of use, suggestions for
additional titles, etc.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 532.40

Almost done!

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category: Children's Books (list to be emailed)

Unit Cost 12.10

Quantity 44

Total cost of items in this category: 532.40


